Anent Murthering of CHILDREN: 


Fuly 19. 1690. 
\ UR SOVERAIGN LORD and LADY, the King and Queens Ma- 


jeſties, conſidering the frequent Murthers that have or may be 
committed upon innocent Infants, whoſe Mothers do conceal their 
being with Child, and do not call for neceſſary Aſſiſtance in the Birth, 
whereby the new born Child may be eafily Stifled, or being left expoſed 
In the Condition it comes to the World, it muſt quickly periſh. For pre- 
renting whereof, Their Majeſties with Advice and Conſent of the Eſtates 
of Parliament, Do Statute, Ena& and Declare, that if any Woman fhall 
conceal her being with Child, during the whole ſpace, and ſhall not call 
for, and make uſe of Help and Aſliſtance in the Birth, the Child being 
found dead, or amiflins, the Mother ſhall be holden and repute the Mur- 
tierer of her own Child : And Ordains all Criminal Judges to ſuſtain 
luch Proceſs,and the Libel being remitted to the Knowledge of an Inquelt, 
It ſhall be ſufficient Ground for them to return their Verdi&, finding the 
Libel proven, and the Mother guilty of Murther, tho there be no Ap- 
pearance of Wound or Bruiſe upon the Body of the Child. And Ordains 
this A& to be Printed and Publiited at the Mercat-Croffes of the Head- 
burghs of the ſeveral Sliires, and to be read in allthe Paroch Churches by 
the Reader of the Paroch. 
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Printed by the Heirs and ducceſiors of Andrew Anderſon, Printer to the 
Queens moſt Excellent Majeſty, 4:0 DOM, 1690, 
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